04/13/15

Film Group List !

This list shows 1) films that are currently being considered for either showing at Vine Street's regular film group meeting or for
a theater meet-up and 2) the list of films shown previously or currently scheduled. If you have recommendations, please let

us know!

Suggested

12:01
Sholder, Jack (1993) Sci-fi/ Comedy [PG-13]

Aprés Vous
Salvadori, Pierre (2003) Comedy [R]

Atonement
Wright, Joe (2007) Drama [R]

Band Called Death, A
Covino, M & Howlett, J (2012) Documentary
(NR]

Cape Fear

Thompson, J. Lee (1962) Thriller / Film Noir
(NR]

Dan in Real Life

Hedges, Peter (2007) Comedy / Drama
[PG-13]

Dr. Strangelove
Kubrick, Stanley (1964) Comedy / Sci-fi [NR]

Rififi
Dassin, Jules (1955) Crime [G]

Dinner Game, The
Veber, Francis (1998) Comedy [PG-13]

Exit Through the Gift Shop
Banksy (2010) Documentary [R]

Extremely well-written TV movie about a hapless fellow from
human resources who gets stuck in the grandaddy of all ruts
and must save the world.

One incident of complicated goofiness leads to another in this
romantic comedy about a detail-oriented waiter's attempt to play
Good Samaritan to a man who would be happier as a heap by
the side of the road.

The mistaken actions of a prepubescent gitl have enormous
consequendes on two key figures in her life. Following
emotional upheaval in the lives of all three, the film explores just
how difficult it can be to make amends.

The beautifully constructed story of three brothers who formed a
band that was both unique and ahead of its time, with an
emotional arc that makes this as much about the importance of
family love as it is about following one's dreams. This is a great
little film.

With Gregory Peck and Robert Mitchum as the main
antagonists, this is the original adaptation of the John D.
MacDonald thriller.

A widower, who writes an advice column while suppressing his
own needs to raise three daughters, rediscovers love in the
most complicated way you could imagine. A great little movie
about family and the way people can lose themselves without
realizing it.

Kubrick's broad satire of the Cold War mentality and right-wing Y
extremism holds up decades later because it is based on the
unchanging progression of "logic" that fear and

misunderstanding bring to any crisis. The characters are taken
from the actors in the politics of the time, especially "Buck"
Turgidson, modeled on Gen. Curtis "Kill 'em all and let God sort
them out" LeMay (for a real fright, look him up).

This French caper movie has served as a seminal model for
every movie or TV show about people pulling off “impossible”
heists...or missions.

A publisher participates in a weekly dinner where each "regular”
competes to bring the biggest idiot as a guest, until he stumbles
upon the Godzilla of idiots.

The fun and importance of this film is easily measured by the
number of layers of meaning that one can find in it. Is it a
documentary, a fake documentary, a satire of the art world or,
perhaps, something that is only shown properly on the concrete
sides of a freeway overpass? Whatever it is, its story arc leads
to frequent attempts to laugh with one's draw dropped.

Foreign language
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Suggested

Finding Neverland
Forster, Marc (2004) Drama [PG]

Funny Bones
Chelsom, Peter (1995) Drama/Comedy [R]

Gatekeepers, The
Moreh, Dror (2012) Documentary [PG-13]

Girl Walks Home Alone At Night, A
Amirpour, Ana Lily (2014) Horror [UR]

Great Raid, The
Dahl, John (2005) Action [R]

Hitchcock
Gervasi, Sacha (2012) Drama [PG-13]

Priceless
Salvadori, Pierre (2006) Comedy [PG-13]

Unconscious
Oristrell, Joaquin (2004) Comedy [R]

A slightly fictional but "true in spirit" retelling of how "Peter Pan"
was written.

The frustrated son of a famous comedian returns to the roots of
his childhood to discover some surprising secrets. Well-crafted
amalgamation of family drama, black humor and truly funny
slapstick that tells its tale on its own terms using an expertly
chosen cast.

Although it makes you want to go even deeper (as well as find
its complement, told from the other side), the assembled
memories of six men who headed Israel's secret security
agency Shin Bet gives a lot of insight into the human side of
being responsible for combatting the terrorism that your own
country's policies may have encouraged.

A solid foray into the horror genre by an Iranian director.

Based on a not-famous-enough 1945 rescue of 500 soldiers
from a prison camp on Bataan, this recreation combines
personal stories with very satisfying action sequences to create
an excellent, old-fashioned kind of war story.

A look at the Hitchcock household in the time leading up to
making one of his most successful (and infamous) films, with an
emphasis on just how important his wife Aima was to managing
both his talents and his excesses. A bit of very apt conducting
at the end seals the deal for fans.

An unapologetic golddigger mistakes a Chaplinesque hotel
staffer for her next mark, with unexpectedly hilarious results.

In the days when Freud was achieving rock-god status, two
Spanish psybhiatrists and their wives, who are sisters, discover
just how little they know about themselves, much less each
other. A clever and enjoyable sex farce that defeats one's ability
to predict what will happen next with these four.

Incredible Adventures of Wallace ~ Compilation of all three Wallace & Gromit animation shorts. L S
and Gromit, The “The Wrong Trousers" is still the best, but the other two are also -
Park, Nick (2001) Comedy [G] very funny.
Killers, The Siodmak's noir realization of Hemingway's short story is a
Siodmak, Robert (1946) Crime / Film Noir [PG] Classic of the genre and one of the great examples of believable
but labyrinthian plot twists.
Late Quartet, A
Zilberman, Yaron (2012) Drama [R]
Long Way Down, A A washed-up celebrity decides to end it all on New Years Eve,
Chaumeil, Pascal (2014) Drama / Comedy [R] but his plans are more than a little interrupted. Although it could
have added ten more minutes of story development without
dragging, this adaptation of a Nick Hornby novel benefits from
some great dialog and (if you have not read the book) going in
B Foreign language May definitely push
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Suggested

Man On Wire
Marsh, James (2008) Documentary [PG-13]

Matchstick Men
Scott, Ridley (2003) Comedy / Crime [PG-13]

Megamind
McGrath, Tom (2010) Comedy / Action [PG]

Men in Black llI

Sonnenfield, Barry (2012) Sci-fi / Comedy
[PG13]

Micmacs
Jeunet, Jean-pierre (2009) Comedy [R]

Midnight in Paris
Allen, Woody (2011) Comedy [PG-13]

Monsoon Wedding
Nair, Mira (2002) Comedy [R]

Moonrise Kingdom
Anderson, Wes (2012) Adventure [PG13]

Divided We Fall
Hrebejk, Jan (2000) Drama/Comedy [PG-13]

My Talks With Dean Spanley
Fraser, Toa (2008) Drama [PG]

directions you don't expect.

From his youth, the leader of a pack of kids with the money to
master arcane skills has a goal of walking a tightwire between
the World Trade Center towers. This excellent documentary
rolls out like a realistic episode of "Mission Impossible," and
manages to reveal more about its subject than perhaps he
realized. Pushes its rating at the end.

The life of a successful but highly neurotic con artist is upended
by a personal relationship he did not know about.

In a way similar to how "Cabin in the Woods" was both a (p
disassembly and repurposing of the elements of horror movies,

this perfectly rendered meta-movie does the same for

superheros and supervillains.

All the ingredients of an MIB romp are in place here, with the
addition of a consistently amusing Josh Brolin as a young Agent
K and a quietly developed dimension to the plot that leads to a
surprising emotional payoff for an over-the-top comedy.

A man and his friends come up with an intricate and original
plan to destroy two big weapons manufacturers.

A writer struggling with a change in career focus finds a visit to
Paris having a very strange effect on him. Woody Allen pulls off
another masterwork with a perfect tag line: "After midnight,
Paris is magic." No kidding.

Marriage: Indian Style. A very entertaining "slice of life" movie
about the preparations, family secrets and cultural issues
surrounding an arranged marriage.

Wondrous, knowing and off-kilter, nothing in this film is really
impossible, yet it transports you to a world of fantasy, perhaps
simply an enhanced visual representation of the world of boys
and girls reacting to the hints of coming puberty.

If anyone ever wants to know what "cognitive dissonance"
means, let them watch this profoundly nuanced tale of
co-workers and neighbors trapped in Nazi-occupied
Czecholslovakia, a situation comedy from hell in which each
person is clearly making choices aimed at retaining both their
humanity and their life. What rises from the wreckage of their
old lives is both somber and triumphant.

The survivor of two brothers tries to humor his difficult,
emotionally closed father, until a chance encounter with a cleric
at a lecture about reincarnation sets all involved on an
unpredictable emotional experience. A slow-starter, but this is
an arrow that starts by pulling back slowly on your heartstrings.

Foreign language

& Something completely
| (dubbed or subtitled)

different.

5 May definitely push
= Q‘ the limits for some.

Animated (but not “"7-/5.3 : Family oriented fare

necessarily a "cartoon" ).



Film Group List

Suggested

No
Larrain, Pablo (2012) Drama [R]

Philomena
Frears, Stephen (2013) Drama [PG-13]

Police Story
Chan, Jackie (1985) Action/Comedy [PG-13]

Project Nim
Marsh, James (2011) Documentary [PG-13]

Ray

Hackford, Taylor (2004) Drama / Musical
[PG-13]

Read My Lips

Audiard, Jacques (2002) Thriller / Drama [R]

Safety Not Guaranteed

Trevorrow, Colin (2012) Comedy / Romance
(R

Kitchen Stories
Hamer, Bent (2003) Comedy / Drama [PG]

Saving Mr. Banks
Hancock, John Lee (2013) Drama [PG-13]

Search For General Tso, The
Cheney, lan (2014) Documentary [UR]

Sherlock, Jr.

Based on history, this tells the story of an Argentinian marketing

executive who played a pivotal role in the overthrow of Augusto
Pinochet.

Extremely well-crafted, deeply emotional story, based on the
true account of an Irish woman's search for the child she was
forced to give away by 1950's Catholic rigidity. This refuses to
go in the directions you think it will go, leaving you wondering
where the climax of the movie will occur. You won't see it
coming.

The story of a chimpanzee experimentally raised as part of a
family.

Well-paced, and very balanced biography of Ray Charles' life
and music.

This French drama carves its own unpredictable niche in the
space between romances, crime capers and character studies
as the pieces of a plot involving a criminal and a deaf woman
click into unexpected but logical sequence.

If you like your romantic comedies off-beat and very hard to
predict and don't require gallons of bodily fluids as comedy
props, this is right up your alley.

Having thoroughly analyzed the female of the species in the
1950's, Swedish efficiency experts move on to study the
domestic habits of rustic Norwegian bachelors. An enjoyable
high-brow farce mixed with heartfelt drama about the
importance of friendship.

Walt Disney "woos" the author of "Mary Poppins" in an attempt
to get her approval of his movie, which is based not quite as
faithfully on the book as she will accept. An entertaining but
fictionalized example of the issues raised when a fantasy book
is more "real" than those making a movie of it realize.

Covers the director's search for the origins of the Asian
restaurant staple General Tso's Chicken.

One of Keaton's best shorts has him playing a movie

Keaton, Buster (1924) Comedy [UR] projectionist'dreaming of becoming a detective, using both his s
unmatched physical comedy and some very clever camera
work.
Sita Sings the Blues Nina Paley's trans-national romantic breakup inspires a (@
Paley, Nina (2008) Drama/ Comedy [NR] spectacular, animated re-telling of the Ramayan, the story of
Sita and her less-than-dependable lover Rama, narrated with
understated humor by Indian shadow puppets and laced with
1920's jazz songs.
B Foreign language May definitely push
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Suggested

Stone Reader

Moskowitz, Mark (2002) Documentary [PG-13]

Teenage
Wolf, Matt (2013) Documentary [UR]

Volver

Almoddvar, Pedro (2006) Drama/Comedy [R]

White Heat
Walsh, Raoul (1949) Crime / Film Noir [UR]

Win Win
McCarthy, Thomas (2011) Drama [R]

Winter's Bone
Granik, Debra (2010) Thriller [R]

Screened - 2008
01/01/08 Sullivan's Travels

Sturges, Preston (1941) Comedy / Drama [G]

01/20/08 Persepolis
Paronnaud, V & Satrapi, M (2007) Drama
[PG-13]

02/12/08 Citizen Kane
Welles, Orson (1941) Drama [PG]

03/04/08 Once
Carney, John (2006) Musical / Drama [R]

A book-lover finally reads a novel he put away years before and
it triggers a quest to find the author, who disappeared. Along
the way, we revisit all the reasons that fuel the passions of
those who love to read.

Based on the book "Teenage: The Prehistory of Youth Culture:
1875-1945," this unusual doc uses archival material and
reenactments to follow four teenagers in the build-up to WW2.

Ghosts, murder and family secrets get rolled into an affecting
and very unpredictable story of the complex relationship among
several generations of Spanish women.

The classic "crazed gangster with a mother complex" movie,
with James Cagney.

The lives of a losing wrestling coach / social service lawyer and
the family of one of his clients intersect and disrupt the orbits of
all involved. Another winning comedy drama from a director

who knows how to put people together and see what happens.

A "hillbilly noir" about a girl looking for the crank-cooking father
who bailed on them in all senses of the word. In an
unrelentingly bleak Missouri setting, it uses the inherent,
unpredictable scariness of its completely authentic characters to
raise the tension to a level most noirs can only hope to reach.

A successful director of light comedies develops an
unquenchable desire to make a "serious" film, with results that
follow neither his nor the audience's expectations. One of the
films that was not just truly ahead of its time but also a bit
subversive, told with knee-slapping humor and classic Sturges
dialog.

Marjane Satrapi's auto-biographical graphic comic of her
experienceé as an Iranian girl after the Revolution is brought to
the screen. Well worth watching for both its whimsy and its
horrifying human drama.

Although top ten lists are really hard to nail down, one cannot
ignore the genius in every deliberately planned aspect of
makeup to camera angle to lighting, found in this
ground-breaking tale of innocence lost on the way to the top (of
the cliff). It may not be the first instance of every technique on
display, but as a tour-de-force of what was possible in its time, it
cannot be equaled.

A complete reimagining of what a musical can be (or perhaps,
the final, pe[’fect use of the music video concept to create a
serious movie), this is easily the best "music movie" I've ever
seen. It mines deeply into the emotional resonance that music
can hold while casting off every possible cliché. And "once" is
not enough.

Foreign language

& Something completely
| (dubbed or subtitled)
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Screened - 2008

04/01/08 Wings of Desire

Wenders, Wim (1987) Fantasy [PG-13]

05/06/08 Dinner At Eight

Cukor, George (1933) Drama/Comedy [UR]

06/03/08 3:10 To Yuma

Mangold, James (2007) Action [R]

07/01/08 Station Agent, The

McCarthy, Tom (2003) Comedy / Drama [R]

08/05/08 Kung Fu Hustle

Chow, Stephen (2005) Comedy / Action [R]

09/02/08 Touch of Evil

An angel assigned to protect the denizens of earth begins to fall
in love with their ability to live. A beautiful mood piece that
needs a contemplative setting in which to blossom.

Although billed as a comedy (and it is funny), this is much more
a study of character and social milieu, given that it is more
about the people who will be attending a fancy dinner than the
dinner itself.

A beautifully realized remake of a Western from the post-WW2
"noir" period in which a desparate rancher agrees to escort an
outlaw to meet his fate.

A simple, effective story of emotional healing told with much
humor. Not much really happens on the surface, but by the end
you can feel the seismic shifts that have occurred from the
dance of very different personalities.

Everything you've ever liked about action movies, kung fu fights 8
and Roadrunner cartoons, all rolled into one frenzied gift to

anyone with a bag of popcorn. This would be a PG13 except

for one initial murder and an "F" word in the subtitles (that is
incomprehensible in the dubbed version).

Orson Wells brings his artistic craft to a film noir set on the U.S.

Welles, Orson (1958) Crime / Film Noir [PG-13] / Mexican border. Although Charleston Heston does not quite

10/07/08 Lars and the Real Girl

Gillespie, Craig (2007) Comedy / Drama
[PG-13]

11/04/08 Blade Runner (New ed.)

Scott, Ridley (1982) Sci-fi / Film Noir [R]

12/02/08 Pieces Of April

Hedges, Peter (2003) Comedy / Drama
[PG-13]

Screened - 2009

01/06/09 Lady Eve, The
Sturges, Preston (1941) Romance / Comedy

nail his attempt to "pass" as a Latino actor, it is otherwise a fine
example of the genre, with a high-tension long take getting the
proceedings off to an explosive start.

Although the cause of his problem is only suggested in the
poignant details, the solution to breaking the emotional shell a
small-town man has created lies in a girlfriend of a most
shocking sort. Yet, the ability of a few loving people to
short-circuit his neighbors' understandable freak-out leads to a
movie with a satisfying emotional resolution.

Human cop hunts androids in a dark and wet L.A. As the story
progresses, it becomes less clear who is human and who is not.
The true version with the ambiguous ending.

Alternately poignant and hiliarious story of an estranged
daughter try'ing to make her first Thanksgiving dinner...and the
last her mother will ever have. This one avoids maudlin
tear-jerking through an ensemble of strong comic
performances.

One of the classic Preston Sturges comedies. A young
businessman meets a young woman on a cruise who is quite a

[PG] bit more than she appears. The DVD has a wonderful
commentary that is worth checking out.
& Something completely Foreign language Animated (but not & Family oriented fare A, | Maydefinitely push
different. (dubbed or subtitled) necessarily a "cartoon” ). “: = Q‘ the limits for some.
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Screened - 2009

02/03/09 Rundown, The

Berg, Peter (2003) Adventure / Comedy
[PG-13]

03/01/09 God said, "Ha!"

Sweeney, Julia (1998) Comedy [PG-13]

04/07/09 Lone Star

Sayles, John (1996) Mystery [R]

05/05/09 Spirited Away

Miyazaki, Hayao (2001) Fantasy [PG]

A indebted specialist in "retrieving" things goes after a
mobster's péeudo-archeologist son. One-half formula,
one-fourth exhilarating action and one-fourth gut-busting
humor. This is worth seeing with an audience, even if it's the
Saturday night gang.

Constantly funny, often side-splitting yet often poignant, this
one-woman show by Julia Sweeney about her very ill brother,
her parents and herself shows how, when life serves you
lemons, some people make a lemon layer cake.

One of the best writers in the movies weaves an old murder,
Tex-Mex hiétory and family conflicts into more mystery than you
can possibly guess; a consummate bit of sleight-of-hand that
implicates its audience in its most important theme.

Miyazaki one-ups both Disney and Lewis Carroll in a story
about a girl irying to rescue her parents from a resort for
Japanese spirits. Gorgeous animation that deserves a large
screen.

06/02/09 Out of the Past Past mistakes, perhaps even more than he realized, catch up
Tourneur, Jacques (1947) Drama/ Film Noir ~ With the owner of a small town gas station. This is one of the
[PG] most perfectly realized noir films.
06/14/09 Ponyo Although the art is a bit simpler than Miyazaki's usual style, this .
Miyazaki, Hayao (2008) Fantasy [G] fantasy about the son of a sea captain who finds a very special -
goldfish is full of all the humanistic qualities and respect for his
characters that he pours into all his fims.
07/07/09 Visitor, The McCarthy scores again in this moving, humanistic tale of a
McCarthy, Thomas (2007) Drama [PG-13] worn-out scholar's unlikely friendship with an immigrant couple.
Its interesting variation on the "meet cute" device belies the
deeper material to come.
08/04/09 Millions Already blessed with a penchant for visions of saints, a young
Boyle, Danny (2004) Comedy [PG] British boy comes into an unexpected sum of money. His and
his brother's reactions cause some very, very funny
consequences. A great alternative choice for the holidays.
09/01/09 Bon Voyage A consistently funny, often unpredictable action-romance set in
Rappeneau, Jean-Paul (2004) Adventure / France at the onset of World War Il that is the best example of
Romance [PG-13] pure, old-fashioned entertainment to come along in quite a
while.
10/06/09 Cat People A woman fears that an ancient curse will doom her husband if
Tourneur, Jacques (1942) Horror [NR] they are intimate. Only slightly spoiled by studio insistence on
showing a "monster," ignoring that leaves a seminal work of
brooding psychological horror that asks the viewer to decide if
the unfortunate female is making it all up to avoid intimacy.
This possibility is underscored by the surprisingly subversive
implications of a character in a restaurant scene. See it.
11/03/09 Trouble the Water While filming the beginnings of a documentary about the Katrina
Deal, Carl & Lessin, Tia (2008) Documentary ~ aftermath, two filmmakers are approached by two survivors with
B Foreign language May definitely push
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Screened - 2009

(R]

12/01/09 Christmas in Connecticut
Godfrey, Peter (1945) Comedy [G]

Screened - 2010

01/05/10 Animusic

Lytle, Wayne (2001) Documentary [NR]

01/05/10 Dr. Horrible's Sing-along Blog

Whedon, Joss (2008) Musical / Comedy [NR]

01/05/10 West Bank Story

Sandel, Ari (2005) Musical / Comedy [NR]

02/02/10 Gattaca
Niccol, Andrew (1997) Sci-fi [PG-13]
03/02/10 Young At Heart
Walker, S & George, S (2007) Documentary
(PGl
04/06/10 Strangers on a Train
Hitchcock, Alfred (1951) Thriller / Film Noir
[PC]
05/04/10 Triplets Of Belleville, The
Chomet, Sylvain (2003) Comedy / Comedy
[PG-13]
06/01/10 Outsourced
Jeffcoat, John (2006) Comedy / Romance
[PG-13]
07/06/10 Brick

Johnson, Rian (2005) Mystery / Film Noir [R]

footage of their own and a formidable spirit to go with it. The
result is the best possible example of the documentary genre: a
film that puts you right into the lives of others.

A publisher invites a soldier to a traditional Christmas at the
family farm of his star women's writer, which threatens to
expose some closely kept secrets. A nice “oldie" to turn to
when the Christmas standbys grow moldy.

Seven hypnotic animations of original music, in which the MIDI
score drives CGl "instruments." Although there are three or
four standouts, the "Pipe Dreams" segment will make you giddy.

%

A Shakespearean tragedy masquerading as a musical comedy:
Dr. Horrible 'plots to join the Evil League of Evil and win the girl
at the same time — if only Captain Hammer doesn't get in the
way. With great songs and hilarious dialog as only the team
that gave us Buffy's "Once More With Feeling" episode can do,
but with an ending true to its subversive aim.

This hilarious short musical reconstructs Israeli-Palestinian
conflict in the form of two rival fast food joints staffed by some
very stubborn characters, plus one star-crossed couple.

How can a talented person get ahead in a caste system based
on genetics? Very thoughtful sci-fi suspense movie.

This touching, sometimes grim but continuously inspiring film
follows the rehearsals and performances of chorus group with
an average age in the 80's who specialize in SERIOUS rock
and punk repertoir.

Two strangers meet and idly hatch a plan that will rid each of a
personal prdblem. Unfortunately, one is serious about it. A
great film with one of the cinema's most wickedly inspired crowd
shots, of an audience at a tennis match.

His grandmother, her dog and an elderly jazz age trio try to
rescue a kid'napped cyclist from the French mafia. Although it's
in French, the lack of dialog and surplus of hilarious visual jokes
make it a real winner, especially for fans of Jacques Tati.

Add this pic, about a middle-manager victim of the "train your
own replace'ment" school of soulless management, to the list of
small, funny films that manage to sneak some smart lessons
about global culture into what appears to be light comedy.

Remember all those cool kids in high school who were always
in some kind of trouble? Here's what they were up to, told in a
classic noir style as both riveting mystery flick and absurdist
comedy in one expertly assembled package.

08/03/10 Casanova A superb example of historical comedy-romance that has all
Hallstrom, Lasse (2005) Comedy /Romance  carriage horses in step: clever plot, witty dialog, visual appeal,
Something completely Foreign language Animated (but not May definitely push
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Screened - 2010

(R]

09/07/10 Tom Dowd & the Language of Music
Moormann, Mark (2003) Documentary [NR]

10/05/10 Bride of Frankenstein
Whale, James (1935) Horror [PG]

11/02/10 Harvard Beats Yale 29-29
Rafferty, Kevin (2008) Documentary [PG]

12/07/10 Merry Christmas
Carion, Christian (2008) Drama [PG-13]

Screened - 2011

01/04/11 Invention of Lying, The
Gervais, R & Robinson, M (2009) Comedy /
Drama [PG-13]

02/01/11 Forbidden Planet
Wilcox, Fred M. (1956) Sci-fi [PG]

03/01/11 Mr. and Mrs. Smith
Hitchcock, Alfred (1941) Comedy [PG]

04/05/11 Still Bill
Baker, D & Vlack, A (2009) Documentary [NR]

action and emotional undercurrents that may sneak up on you.
The "R" rating is a sad joke.

In the late 40's a physicist flamed out from his chosen
profession in the most ironic definition possible for that phrase.
This tale of his subsequent life as a recording engineer is proof
that the "secondary" names littering the liner notes of music
recordings can hide lives of jaw-dropping influence. Anyone
who has enjoyed progressive music since World War Il should
not miss this.

One of the first sequels to prove that it was possible to meet the
same standards set for the original, this is one of the true
classics of old Hollywood horror.

For fans of documentaries, sixties culture and football, this
recounting of a truly amazing 1968 football game provides a full
dose of entertainment. The title is explained, both literally and
symbolically, as we learn more about the teams and their time.
And despite what might be claimed about his current
occupation, don't try to convince me that Yale linebacker Mike
Bouscaren isn't a hit man.

On the list of holiday films that will bring tears to your eyes (for
the right reaéons), true incidents of fraternization during World
War | are woven into a fictional narrative that is easily the most
meaningful Christmas movie you'll ever seen. However, take its
PG-13 seriously..

Even though it eventually resolves itself in a "romantic comedy"
conclusion, there is little else that is formulaic about this film, an
absurdist comedy that starts with a simple "what if" then
suddenly veers into some profound questions about faith,
kicked off in a scene of wholly unexpected intensity.

The first really great, cutting-edge science fiction movie and an
acknowledged inspiration for "Star Trek," with humor, horror
and the Energizer Bunny of sci-fi monsters.

Set design good enough to be called "retro” instead of "dated?"
Check. No "rocket" sounds in space? Check. Eerie electronic
soundtrack with unsettling "Jaws" precursor? Check. Robot as
fully-realized character? Check. Mind-expansion? Check!

Hitchcock made a screwball comedy? An unexpected
opportunity for a bit of "extra-marital" romance presents itself to
an Average Joe lawyer married to an unpredictable beauty,
leading to much jealousy-driven comedy. Supporting actor
Gene Raymond delivers a truly classic drunk scene.

The distinctive vocalist Bill Withers did not wither at all.
Although he dropped from the spotlight, it was a conscious
choice to live a normal life with an actual (non-reality-show)

Something completely
different.

B Foreign language
| (dubbed or subtitled)

8

family. This documentary brings him back into the public eye.

“;: Family oriented fare

Animated (but not
necessarily a "cartoon" ).

5 May definitely push
= Q‘ the limits for some.



Film Group List

10

Screened - 2011

05/03/11 Band's Visit, The
Kolirin, Eran (2007) Comedy / Drama [PG-13]

06/07/11 lIron Giant, The

Bird, Brad (1999) Sci-fi/ Comedy [PG]

06/26/11 Cave of Forgotten Dreams

Herzog, Werner (2010) Documentary [G]

07/05/11 True Grit

Coen, E & Coen, J (2010) Adventure / Western
[PG-13]

08/02/11 Curse of the Jade Scorpion

Allen, Woody (2001) Comedy / Mystery
[PG-13]

Pickup On South Street

Fuller, Samuel (1953) Crime / Film Noir [NR]

09/06/11

10/04/11 Fido

Currie, Andrew (2006) Comedy / Horror [R]

11/01/11 Asltls in Heaven

Pollak, Kay (2004) Drama/Comedy [PG-13]

12/06/11 Hobson's Choice

Lean, David (1954) Comedy [UR]

Screened - 2012

01/03/12 Run, Lola, Run
Tykwer, Tom (1999) Thriller [R]

02/07/12 Source Code
Jones, Duncan (2011) Thriller [PG-13]

A wonderful "small* movie about a band (musical) of Egyptian
policemen, on their way to the opening of an Arab cultural
center, who wind up opening cultural ties of their own after very
bad directions leave them stranded in an Israeli backwater.

A funny and observant animated movie about moral choices,
packaged in an easy-to-look-at sci-fi format that also entertains
parents. For parents who encourage their kids to ask intelligent
questions, this one is a no-brainer.

e

In the French countryside lies a cave, its original entrance
buried 40,000 years ago, in which the walls are covered with
paintings done BEFORE the landslide. Getting rare access to
the caves, Herzog uses 3-D technology to take us right into an
amazing art gallery that predates recorded history.

A new version of the novel on which the '69 movie was based,
but with authenticity instead of John Wayne. Excellent portrayal
of western living and the personalities it took to survive it.

A classic 30's-style whodunit with Woody Allen’s unmistakable
style of dialog and some great character-driven twists.

A pickpocket with three strikes against him picks a very
inopportune'pocket, setting in motion a plot that is more about
its characters simply surviving one day at a time than solving a
crime. Truly excellent, hard-edged noir that sets a precedent for
the anti-hero movies of the next decade.

"Pleasantville” meets "Night of the Living Dead" in this very
funny mash-'up of zombie films and 1950's suburban culture, in
which some of the zombies have more sensitivity than humans.
Includes at least four standout comic performances.

L

A successful conductor returns to his hometown and finds
something he is missing — and something for which he has
been searching in the wrong places.

A very set-in-his-ways father rules over his motherless brood of
daughters with an iron hand. Or so he thinks. A great
performance by Charles Laughton is just the beginning of this
great comedy.

Three throbbing, highly-kinetic alternate takes on a couple with
avery serious problem having to do with missing mob money.
A movie about choice, fate and the random timing of chance,
designed to explode in your brain (non-lethally).

A helicopter pilot participates in an experimental method of
looking for clues in the last memories of the dead. Although it
suffers from a final dose of magical thinking that should not be
examined too seriously, as a thriller in a similar subclass as
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Screened - 2012

03/06/12 Groundhog Day

Ramis, Harold (1997) Comedy / Fantasy [PG]

04/03/12 Miss Pettigrew Lives For a Day

Nalluri, Bharat (2008) Comedy [PG-13]

05/01/12 Mary and Max

Elliot, Adam (2009) Drama/Comedy [UR]

06/05/12 Moneyball

Miller, Bennett (2011) Drama [PG-13]

07/03/12 Ever After: A Cinderella Story

Tennant, Andy (1998) Drama/Comedy [PG]

08/07/12 Laura

Preminger, Otto (1944) Mystery / Film Noir
[PG]

09/04/12 Children of Men

Cuardn, Alfonso (2007) Sci-fi / Thriller [R]

"Run, Lola, Run," it does deliver the goods.

One of Bill Murray's best movies, about a man forced to relive a
single day over and over again until he gets it right, dammit.

Classic romantic farce set in pre-WW2 London, in which a fired
governess, too principled for her own good, falls into the role of
social secretary for a social-climbing actress. The result
upends everyone's life, including her own. A champagne
cocktail with a tiny splash of bitters.

Two lonely souls on opposite sides of the world become unlikely
pen pals in a story filled with both the humor one expects from
claymation but also the sadness of the human condition. More
proof that mediums thought to be "kid stuff" can serve
extraordinarily well when aimed at older teens and adults. If
rated, this would be a PG-13.

%

Critically acclaimed film about the unorthodox, outside-the-box
method used by general manager Billy Beane to build the
Oakland A's into a formidable baseball team.

A retelling of the Cinderella story, with a healthy feminist flavor
to it.

A detective begins to obsess over a dead woman whose
murder he is investigating. Superb twists and sparkling dialog
among the various suspects elevates this above the average
noir film by Otto Preminger.

This movie, about a near future in which the human race has
become infertile, quickly pulls you into its world of social satire,
political disintegration and ferociously immersive action, all
leading to an extraordinary moment of spiritual calm, a parting
of the troubled waters that drown humanity in violence.

10/02/12 Eight Legged Freaks A modern remake of the old industrial/nuclear waste monster
Elkayem, Ellory (2002) Horror / Comedy movie, but with less predictable outcomes for all involved and a
[PG-13] healthy dash of humor.
11/13/12 Milagro Beanfield War, The Steeped in the "magical realism" found in Latin literature and
Redford, Robert (2013) Comedy / Thriller [R] ~film, the story of a hapless Latino man—who runs afoul of big
development plans when he decides to do something as simple
as water his beanfield—and the community spirit that arises to
help him (quite literally).
12/04/12 Arthur Christmas The hapless "other" son of the current Santa Claus discovers (p
Smith, Sarah & Cook, Barry (2011) Comedy  thatone child was left out of the massive, high-tech Christmas
[PG] Eve delivery campaign helmed by his "golden child" brother.
Inventive in all directions at once while entertaining children and
adults alike with all the right questions.
Something completely Foreign language [ ] May definitely push
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Screened - 2013

01/08/13 Meet John Doe
Capra, Frank (1941) Drama [PG]

03/05/13 Separation, A
Farhadi, Asghar (2011) Drama [PG13]

04/02/13 Waitress
Shelly, Adrienne (2006) Drama [PG-13]

05/07/13 Beasts of the Southern Wild
Zeitlin, Benh (2012) Drama/ Fantasy [PG13]

06/04/13 Valet, The
Veber, Francis (2006) Comedy [PG-13]

07/02/13 Robot and Frank
Schreier, Jake (2012) Comedy / Sci-fi [PG-13]

08/06/13 Salmon Fishing in the Yemen

Hallstrdm, Lasse (2011) Romance / Comedy
[PG13]

09/03/13 Searching For Sugar Man

A desperate newspaper reporter invents an equally desperate
character who proceeds to have a wholly unexpected effect on
the public.

With a bit of a thriller, of courtroom drama and of Rashomon in
it, this emotibnally involving film is really about the dynamics of
human reactions that can tip the small events of family and civic
life towards the edge of a cliff, filtered through the norms of a
modern Iranian family. We become the ultimate judge here, as
we see events unfold that may or may not be retold truthfully by
the participants, presented to us in many shades of gray. This
one will leave you talking about it for days.

This story of a small town waitress with an almost magical gift
for creating pies is one of those "small" films that leave you
more than happy to have seen them.

A young girl learns independence and love in an isolated
Lousiana cdmmunity on the wrong side of the levee. A fabulous
example of magical realism, a reverie on life apart from the "real
world" among the castoffs of modern society, that packs an
emotional punch with an unexpectedly profound version of “last
rites."

A very enjoyable French romantic comedy about a parking valet
who gets entangled in the adulterous schemes of a corporate
jerk-in-chief.

Old man, new robot. What could go wrong? As it happens, this
riff on buddy and artificial intelligence movies is both a wry
comedy and a somber meditation on the problems of growing
old—and laced with some real surprises.

Political spin (represented by a hilarious Kristin Scott Thomas)
hooks a fish expert into a wildly improbable project, aided by a
go-getting corporate liaison to a Yemeni sheikh. Existing
romantic entanglements get even knottier during the course of
our hero's conversion from being astonished at the stupidity of
the proposal to a believer.

Two South Africans try to find out what happened to an iconic

Bendielloul, Malik (2012) Documentary [PG-13] but mysteridus American musician—whose my-aim-is-true

10/01/13 Frankenweenie
Burton, Tim (2012) Comedy / Horror [PG]

11/04/13 Star Trek Into Darkness
Abrams, J. J. (2013) Sci-fi/ Action [PG-13]

protest music became anthemic in the time when apartheid
broke down—and catch the attention of a Swedish TV director
to whom it is "the best story I've ever heard." You will almost
surely agree.

Tim Burton provides a heartfelt mashup of Lassie and many
classic Universal horror tropes that works on many levels.

After admitting to Jon Stewart that he did not like the original
Star Trek series when he was a kid, J. J. Abrams proves it by
creating this spectacular action film that has little to do with the
high concepts in which the original series exulted. Your eyes
may widen, but not your mind.

%
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Screened - 2013

12/03/13 Christmas in July
Sturges, Preston (1940) Comedy [PG]

Screened - 2014

01/07/14 Thin Man, The
Dyke, W. S. Van (1934) Comedy / Mystery
[PC]
02/04/14 Shanghai Noon
Dey, Tom (2000) Action [PG-13]
03/04/14 Hannah Arendt
Trotta, Margarethe Von (2012) Drama [NR]

Mud
Nichols, Jeff (2013) Drama [PG-13]

04/01/14

05/06/14 Much Ado About Nothing
Whedon, Joss (2013) Comedy / Drama

[PG-13]

06/03/14 Way, Way Back, The

Faxon, N & Rash, J (2013) Comedy / Drama
[PG-13]

07/01/14 Ondine

Jordan, Neil (2009) Drama/ Fantasy [PG-13]

08/05/14 Sky Captain and the World of

Tomorrow
Conran, Kerry (2004) Sci-fi / Adventure [PG]

09/02/14 Samourai, Le

Melville, Jean-pierre (1967) Thriller [PG]

10/07/14 What Ever Happened To Baby Jane?

Aldrich, Robert (1962) Horror [UR]

This early Sturges comedy has plenty of foreshadowing of the
masterpiecés to come, as a joke played on a
less-than-impressive slogan contestant leads to a comedy of
many, many errors.

The film debut of Nick and Nora Charles was decidedly ahead
of its time (énd now a bit behind, with that "alcoholics are
hilarious" bit). For those who have only seen it sliced up for late
night TV, the DVD is worth checking out.

California dude-ism meets Eastern slapstick as Owen Wilson
and Jackie Chan team up to spoof Westerns (and specific ones,
at that). Enjoyable fun.

A biographical treatment of the woman and the infamous war
crimes trial that gave us the the expression "the banality of evil."

Two river kids looking for a bit of excitement get the opportunity
when they find a mysterious squatter occupying a favored
island hideaway. The interlinked stories of the stranger and
other locals creates an story of lost souls, unexpected
forgiveness and undying hope that you won't soon forget.

This early play by Shakespeare is moved, with only some
trimming, to a Southern California residence, where its timeless
themes of courtship and women's status ring true again amid a
rejuvenated approach to its comedy. One of the small gems of
recent adaptations and a favorite of critics.

A fourteen-year-old, lost in the changes brought by his mother's
new boyfriehd, finds his own path during a summer vacation. A
really satisfying story about the need to find people who don't
already "know" you.

The Irish coast creates a dreamlike setting for this tale of
magical realism. A fisherman, nursing the wounds that both life
and he himself have inflicted, brings up a surprising catch in his
net. A moody and often tense romantic tale of redemption, in
more ways than you might expect.

Although the characters are somewhat more substantial than
those in the 40's serials that inspired these, great acting is not
the reason to see this gloriously realized version of early Art
Deco / Modernist Sci-Fi. Fritz Lang can rest in peace.

A 60's French new wave director makes an utterly
straightforward thriller about an assassin with a price on his
head — and forever defines what "cool" is all about.

An aging child star slowly dissipates into drunken madness as
her crippled sister looks on in less-than-voluntary horror. A
classic of psychogical horror that is tempered with ample doses
of black humor.
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Screened - 2014

11/18/14 Get Low

Schneider, Aaron (2010) Comedy / Drama
[PG-13]

12/02/14 Tokyo Godfathers
Furuya, Shogo (2003) Comedy [PG-13]

Screened - 2015

01/06/15 Kiss Me Deadly
Aldrich, Robert (1955) Thriller/ Film Noir [NR]

02/03/15 Secret Life of Walter Mitty, The

Stiller, Ben (2014) Comedy / Action [PG]

03/03/15 20 Feet From Stardom

Neville, Morgan (2013) Documentary [PG-13]

04/07/15 Postponed (conflicts)

N/A (2015) Comedy

05/05/15 Bride and Prejudice

Chadha, Gurinder (2004) Musical / Comedy

A hermit who kept to himself for forty years decides to throw a
party for himself to reveal his true story instead of the hundreds
that have circulated about him. Although it's climactic scene
can't quite top the humor and mystery woven during the
build-up (it's based on a true story), it's made of wonderful
small-town character roles that ring true.

Three incredibly unlikely nurturers find an abandoned baby
during the Christmas season and must decide whether to keep
it or find the parents. A fine, funny example of animation for
adults.

This adaptation of a Mickey Spillane thriller is required viewing
for fans of the genre as well as anyone who wants to know
where a certain prop in "Pulp Fiction" came from.

This is a much more optimistic "what if" interpretation of
Thurber's stbry ("it's Hollywood," etc.). For what it is, though, it
works really well, with Stiller playing a convincingly reluctant but
inevitable hero despite himself.

A long overdue recognition of the people, mostly female, who
can be seen to the side, just out of the spotlight focused on
music celebrities, yet whose voices are often the very element
that makes a hit song so recognizable.

From the director of "Bend It Like Beckham," a highly enjoyable
Bollywood re-make of the classic Jane Austen story, with the

[PG-13] added spice of cultural clashes and one hell of a serpent dance.
06/02/15 42 The story of Jackie Robinson's breaking of the color barrier in
Helgeland, Brian (2013) Drama [PG-13] major league baseball. Expect some dramal!
07/0715 Pleasantville Two teenagers are magically transported to a world that is a
Ross, Gary (1998) Comedy / Fantasy [PG-13] humorously unsettling combination of "Father Knows Best" and
"1984," where they proceed to upend the social structure.
08/04/15 Lunchbox, The The famous and infallible Indian lunch delivery system makes...
Batra, Ritesh (2013) Romance / Comedy [PG] @ mistake! A soon-to-retire cog in an accounting department
receives the awesome lunches prepared by a frustrated
housewife for her inattentive husband. Although it ends with you
hoping to hope, the surreptitious passing of notes was never
more entertaining.
09/01/15 Me and Orson Welles Based on a novel, this fictional adventure of a high school boy
Linklater, Richard (2008) Comedy [PG-13] who lands a bit part in Welles' Broadway production of "Julius
Caesar" pulls you right into the maelstrom of the Mercury
theater and the personality of its mercurial head.
Something completely Foreign language Animated (but not May definitely push
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Screened / Scheduled - 2015

10/06/15 Book of Life, The
Gutiérrez, Jorge R. (2014) Comedy [PG]

11/03/15 To Be Announced

(2014)
12/01/15 To Be Announced

(2014)

A wonderfully different animation based on Mexican folk
legends about life after death and La Dia de Muertos festival.
Two friends engage in a (mostly) friendly rivalry over a girl and
become the subject of a bet between gods. Not just entertaining
but a true feast for the eyes with its use of color.

Foreign language

& Something completely
(dubbed or subtitled)

different.

Animated (but not ‘:l: Family oriented fare

necessarily a "cartoon" ).

May definitely push
‘ the limits for some.



